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August 16, 2021

Erin Rauch, CPPB, VCO, CUPO
Assistant Director | Purchasing
erauch@gmu.edu

SUBJECT:  RFP GMU-1712-21, International Credential Evaluation Services

Dear Ms. Rauch:
Thank you for your letter of August 13, 2021, requesting negotiation and clarifications as provided for in Section XIII, B of the subject RFP. Our responses to your questions are as follows:
1. Mason is an educational institution and entity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. As such, we are obligated to ensure that all pricing and contractual elements meet our institution’s needs. Can Educational Perspectives provide reduced per evaluation rates? We are specifically requesting reduced rates for General/Document-by-Document evaluation and Course-by-Course evaluation.
To provide a competitive bid on the subject RFP, EP has kept our pricing for Mason evaluations below that charged for individual applicants for our services. 
The current prices for evaluation services stated in RFP GMU-1712-21 represent a $15 increase over the prices paid for evaluation services by Mason in 2010. 
In our current offer, there has been no increase in the prices paid by Mason since 2016. The prices offered in RFP GMU-1712-21 represent a 28% discount off the fee for General (Document by Document) evaluations paid by individuals, and a 20% discount off the fee paid for Course-by-Course evaluations. 
Educational Perspectives can offer further discounted fees for evaluations, if more than 500+ evaluation requests can be guaranteed.           
2. Will Educational Perspectives agree to include the indigenous/native grading scale and equivalent U.S. grades on all evaluation reports that Mason orders (how each indigenous grade is converted)?
Yes. The indigenous grading scale (and EP’s conversion) will be included on Course-by-Course evaluations; the indigenous scale can also be added to General evaluations if this is requested.
3. Please explain in greater detail your methodology/reasoning for evaluating the 3-year Australian bachelor's degree as a U.S. bachelor's degree.
After considerable research, EP revised its policy for the evaluation of Australian Bachelor’s degrees in March 2021. Our research led us to the following conclusions:
- Admission to Australian Master’s degree programs requires completion of a Bachelor’s degree at minimum, not a Bachelor (Honours) degree. 
- In Australia, study for a one-year Bachelor (Honours) degree represents an additional year of advanced and focused study and requires completion of a thesis. EP considers the one-year BHons program to represent the equivalent of an additional year of focused undergraduate study in the US.
- The volume of learning required for the award of an Australian Master’s degree (by research or coursework) is represented by a minimum of 1.5 years of study beyond a Bachelor’s degree (Level 7) or a minimum of 1 year beyond a Level 8 qualification (Graduate Diploma or BHons) in the same field of study; in a different field of study, the minimum volume of study required is 2 years beyond a Level 7 qualification, or 1-2 years beyond a Level 8 qualification. 
- An Australian Bachelor’s degree gives access to the workplace, certain professions, and research-based further education. Therefore, in the opinion of EP its function is comparable to a US Bachelor’s degree.
- Admission to PhD programs in Australia requires completion of a degree/qualification that includes research and a thesis requirement (BHons, Master’s by research, or Master’s by coursework including a thesis). Admission to US PhD programs does not require completion of a degree that includes a thesis.  
- Based on our research, and in the opinion of EP, the Australian Bachelor’s degree represents the equivalent in level, scope, and intent of a US Bachelor’s degree.
4. Do you agree to sign Mason’s Standard Contract (RFP Attachment B – Sample Contract) if awarded a contract?
Yes.
If further clarification is needed, please let me know.
I trust this letter has sufficiently responded to your questions.
Best regards,
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Kenneth Warren
President
Educational Perspectives, nfp
kwarren@edperspective.org

 



2

image1.png




image2.jpeg
Educational
Perspectives




